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Catholic Closes Doors to Covid
MAC SIZELAND
Staff Reporter

   Since Charlotte Catholic opened 
for the school year, it has had to 
switch back to remote and hybrid 
learning twice. The first instance 
was a precaution because of a 
spike in positive cases in the 
school community. The most 
recent, though, is a result of the 
increasing demand of students to 
temporarily quarantine before vis-
iting family members for Thanks-
giving along with the significant 
number of students already quar-
antined.
   After the first spike, Principal 
Telford and other administrators 
teamed with the MACS super-
intendent and officials from the 
Mecklenburg Health Department 
to create a matrix to decide when 
Charlotte Catholic must enter 
distanced learning. These groups 
agreed that Charlotte Catholic can 
remain open for in-person learn-
ing as long as less than 1% of the 
school population tests positive 
for coronavirus but must transition 

to a hybrid rotation if 1% of the 
school population tests positive. 
They must shift to a remote model 
if 2% or more of the school popu-
lation tests positive or if a total 
one-third of the school population 
is in quarantine, self-isolating, or 
practicing sustained remote learn-
ing.
   According to Mr. Telford, Char-
lotte Catholic only met the latter 
condition because of the Thanks-
giving holiday. He is quick to as-
sure students that “the only reason 
we would return to remote-learn-
ing long term would be if we had 
spread between members of the 
Charlotte Catholic community, but 
this short-term hybrid arrangement 
is for the convenience of students 
and parents.”
   It may be unclear how Charlotte 
Catholic receives accurate data on 
positive cases as much of it relies 
on student awareness and self-
reporting, but Mecklenburg Health 
Department Compliance Coordi-

nator Kayla Earley said “all posi-
tive cases are reported to us by the 
State, so when a person tests posi-
tive for Covid-19, that information 
is sent to us as long as they live in 
Mecklenburg” and they alert that 
person’s workplace or school after 
“an extensive interview process.” 
The Mecklenburg Health Depart-
ment discourages any school of-
fering in-person instruction from 
deflating its numbers of confirmed 
Covid-19 cases. The Department 
only allows schools to stay open 
if the administration reports every 
suspected case of Covid-19 and 
prohibits students exposed to the 
virus from attending classes in 
person.
   Though students may chafe at 
the unpredictable schedule and 
the confusion of adapting to dif-
ferent learning environments so 
quickly, Mr. Telford explains that 
all this effort is for a higher goal: 
to keep as many students learning 
in person as possible for as long 

as Charlotte Catholic is allowed 
to. “In-person learning is the best 
educational environment, full 
stop,” he said. “So much connec-
tion between a student and their 
teacher and their classmates that 
is crucial for understanding and 
applying advanced concepts is 
lost when everyone’s stuck behind 
a screen, and it’s worth it to pre-
serve as much of that as we can 
now instead of trying to recoup it 
once we can return to normal.”

Hindsight is 2020
TESS MULLIGAN
Staff Reporter

   2020.  New Year.  New Decade.  New 
World.  This new year was highly 
anticipated on December 31, 2019, 
as many of us at Charlotte Catholic 
were seven and younger during the last 
change of decade.  However, despite our 
high hopes for 2020, this year did not 
turn out as we expected.
    As if it was an omen for the trajec-
tory of this year, on New Year’s Eve, 
Pope Francis slapped a woman’s hand 
in order to release her grip from him.  
Ironically, this preceded the Pope giv-
ing a speech condemning the violence 
women face.
   Immediately following the start of the 
year, Qasem Soleimani, a general in the 
Iranian military, was killed in Baghdad 
from a US airstrike on January 3.  This 
action angered the citizens of Iran and 
had Americans fearing a potential war 
between the two countries.  In response 
to the event, World War III began trend-
ing on Twitter and memes about the war 
quickly circulated around the internet.  
   For weeks, many joked, with slight 
worry, about a potential world war but 
discussions quickly subsided when the 
Australian wildfires began to decimate 
Australia.  The fires scorched wildlife 

and habitats.  By January 13, over 3,000 
homes were harmed by the fires.  On 
March 31, the wildfire season came to a 
close after 5.5 million hectares of land 
were burned.
   In February, President Trump was ac-
quitted by the Senate after his impeach-
ment by the House.  
From March forward, things contin-
ued to grow worse.  The stock market 
crashed, and by May, murder hornets, 
a species dangerous to honeybees, had 
arrived in the US.  
   Soon after, Black Lives Matter pro-
tests sparked by the death of George 
Floyd began across the country.  These 
protests started conversations and 
movements around the world against 
racism.  On June 7th, people ripped 
down a statue of Edward Colston, a 
slave owner, in England and threw it 
into the River Avon.  Joe Biden also 
became the Democratic Presidential 
Nominee in June.
   In August, a warehouse in Beirut ex-
ploded, killing over 200 people.  It was 
a tragedy that decimated the surround-
ing area and caused over $15 billion in 
damage.  
On August 11, Kamala Harris was se-

lected to be Joe Biden’s running mate.  
   Fast forwarding to September, Cali-
fornia experienced devastating wildfires 
sparked by a gender reveal party gone 
wrong.  
   In October, President Trump tested 
positive for Covid-19, as well as several 
of his advisors.  
   Throughout October and Novem-
ber, the country held its breath as the 
Presidential race grew tight and the 
election grew near.  On November 7th, 
Joe Biden was declared the Presidential 
elect.
    Unfortunately, 2020 has suffered 
many deaths of society’s heroes and 
idols: Kobe and Gianna Bryant, Chad-
wick Boseman, Grant Imahara, Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg, Alex Trebek, Sean 
Connery.  The list goes on.
   However, all of this is dwarfed by 
the biggest event of the year: the Co-
vid-19 pandemic.  The Coronavirus has 
changed the very way we interact with 
one another.  It has taken jobs, ruined 
families, stolen loved ones, and broken 
the economy, among other consequenc-
es.  
   Even with the deaths, the lost jobs, the 
crash of the economy, the social and po-

litical unrest--this year is not a complete 
disaster.  Some good things happened.
   With the shut downs and quarantine, 
pollution is decreasing.  Hopefully, peo-
ple will enjoy the effects of a cleaner 
world and work to maintain it.  Ironical-
ly, people are now more connected than 
ever with the discovery of networks like 
Zoom and entertainment sensations like 
the Netflix series Tiger King and Outer 
Banks.  People are finding new hobbies 
in quarantine and are spending more 
time with family members.  The Chiefs 
won the superbowl, though this may not 
be a good thing for 49ers fans.  John 
Krasinski brought some light to quaran-
tine with his YouTube channel “Some 
Good News.”  Teachers and healthcare 
workers were praised and recognized 
for their hard work.  NASA sent astro-
nauts to the International Space Station 
in Elon Musk’s SpaceX rocket, and mu-
seums created virtual tours for people.
   Though this year was one major event 
after the other, most often a bad event, 
it is important to remember that this 
year is neither all bad nor is it all good.  
However, generally, people are glad the 
year is drawing to a close and are hop-
ing for a happier, better 2021.
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Diary of a Quaran-Teen

PJ O’CONNELL
Staff Reporter

  It’s a normal day when I go in person 
to school. I wake up at 5:30 AM and 
shower, brush my teeth, then I finish 
up any homework that I didn’t finish 
the night before. I get dressed, get a 
“grab-and-go” breakfast, and then leave 
for school around 7:15. I get to school 
around 7:25, park in my spot on the top 
of the parking deck and then reach into 
my glove box for a disposable mask 
that I will have to wear for the entire 
day. 
  I walk through the main entrance, 
where I am assigned because of my last 
name. Mrs. Murless and Mr. Needham 
stand at the entrance greeting students 
as I walk over to a big thermometer 
used to take my temperature. I hold 
my wrist up to the scanner and then 
use some hand sanitizer on a stool. As 
stated by the administration, we are 
encouraged to head right to our first 
class of the day, but some students go 
to the cafeteria to get breakfast or to the 
library to pick up any papers they need 
to print. 
   Our first class starts at 7:40. The 
individual class periods this year have 
been extended, which I personally do 
not like, but I sit through my first three 

67 minute classes. Compared to the 
48 minute periods last year, this year’s 
extended class time reduces the number 
of classes during the day. Consequently, 
the staff and students move less often 
around the building and through the 
halls, causing less interaction and traf-
fic between the students. With fewer 
classes, the teachers have to spray and 
wipe off every student’s desk less often.
  Then, depending on my fourth class, I 
either have first lunch or second lunch. 
No matter which one I have, I always 
go to the cafeteria and sit in the same 
seat every day. I like having second 
lunch better because that means after I 
finish my first four classes, I have lunch 
and then one class left in my day before 
I am done.
   After the fifth period of the day, I get 
dismissed with the other juniors and 
head back up to my spot in the parking 
deck to drive home. Once I get home, I 
change out of my uniform clothes and 
either go golfing, go play basketball 
with friends, or play video games be-
fore starting my homework for the day.
   I usually do my free time activity 
until 5:30-6 PM and then get started on 
homework. For the rest of the night, I 

am working on homework and studying 
for classes. Although we only have five 
classes this year, I feel like we have the 
same amount of work for after class. I 
pause my homework for dinner around 
7 PM, then continue until the early 
hours of the night. I usually finish my 
work around 12:30-1 AM and head to 
sleep for a new school day tomorrow.
---
   For days that I am a virtual learner, 
my day looks very different from one 
when I am at school. I wake up around 
7:15 AM in order to get to my first class 
at 7:40. Depending on what my first 
class is, I can either focus and learn 
from what we are doing, or I can catch 
up on more homework that I did not 
finish the night before. 
   In my opinion, it is a lot harder to pay 
attention when at online school. There 
are various distractions such as my 
phone, my dog, or even playing games. 
If I can get any work done during a 
class, even if it isn’t for the class that 
I’m currently in, then it is a good thing. 
   The classes during virtual school also 
feel a lot shorter in my opinion. I think 
that the distractions make this time go 
faster, but a lot of the teachers also are 

letting kids leave class a little earlier so 
that they are able to go to the bathroom, 
get a snack or drink, and also to get a 
head start on homework. 
   Quizzes and tests are also easier for 
me to complete while at home. Before 
I have any class in the morning, I take 
some time to study if I have a test or 
a quiz later in the day. Then when it 
is time to take the test, I go to a quiet 
room without my phone, without any 
other distractions, and I am able to 
fully focus and concentrate on the task. 
While at school, my ADD is always 
bothering me, whether it’s someone 
tapping their foot on the ground, 
someone walking outside in the halls, 
or even someone coughing or breathing 
too loud, I am not able to fully focus 
while taking tests at school.
    Virtual school has its pros and cons, 
and while it is meant to keep us safe 
from spreading Covid to all of our 
friends and faculty, it is an unreliable 
system for conducting classes and 
school for students. We need to try our 
best to keep our six foot distance so 
that we can stay in school and get back 
to learning in-person learning for the 
remainder of the year.
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Cheating Gets Locked Down
WILLIAM HICKS 
Staff Reporter
   Most kids detest having to be in on-
line class, sitting in one room for an 
entire day separated from friends and 
teachers. There are those who would 
do anything to avoid being subju-
gated to the online experience. For 
others, however, it may be a blessing 
in disguise. 
   “Those first two weeks of school 
may have been the easiest two weeks 
of my life.” said one anonymous 
source. “Not only were the classes 
more easygoing in general, the teach-
ers also had no idea how to prevent 
cheating.” Indeed, cheating has 
been an issue silently plaguing the 
school since the start of quarantine 
last spring and likely has resulted in 
higher than average grades for many 
students. Teachers have, however, 
come up with clear and effective 
ways of combating this secondary 
(and somewhat less deadly) pandem-
ic around the school.
   At first, many teachers refused to 
even touch Respondus Lockdown 

Browser and held the students to 
the honor pledge, as Respondus was 
difficult to work with and resulted in 
several technological errors. Some 
teachers had to face the harsh truth 
rather quickly, though, as both online 
and in-person students used resources 
such as Google freely. Once Respon-
dus was implemented, it became near 
impossible to cheat in-person without 
a brazen disregard for the rules and 
possibly a death wish.
   The online students had no such 
issues. For a few weeks, online stu-
dents weren’t able to use Respondus 
as it would kick them off the Zoom 
call and (allow for even greater 
cheating?). “That was not really an 
issue,” said the same anonymous 
source. “All it would take was a 
well-positioned camera and unsuspi-
cious movement to fool any teacher.” 
This period of time did not last long, 
though, as teachers changed their 
strategy again. 
   Soon teachers required that online 

students start Respondus on their 
computer, rejoin the Zoom call on 
their phone, and make sure they show 
their hands and face at all times. So 
far, this method has proved to be 
the most effective and has remained 
unchanged for several months. “At 
this point, getting around the bar-
riers is hard enough that I might as 
well study normally,” said a second 
anonymous source. “It was already 
hard enough to cheat on English tests 
[excluding vocabulary tests] because 
they are so much more concept and 
summary based.” 
   This method is, however, far from 
perfect. The effectiveness of the 
method relies quite heavily on the 
attentiveness of any given teacher. 
Should the teacher walk away or not 
require hands to be showing at all 
times, students can find loopholes. 
“Just recently I was able to outsmart 
a teacher on a test,” begins a third 
anonymous source. “We did not have 
to show our hands, and with a bit of 

help from a family member’s device 
I was able to confirm a few of my 
answers.” Another common thought 
from the students concerns those 
with both a school laptop and a home 
computer. 
   Overall, while cheating was wide-
spread and easy to do in the begin-
ning of the school year, the evolution 
of techniques and methods has man-
aged to stop the majority of cheaters 
and the perception that online school 
results free points may not be valid 
anymore.
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Politics Puts Dress Down Days on Pause
BETHANY HARDAWAY
Staff Reporter

Photo Credit: Google Images

   Unlike years past, Charlotte 
Catholic’s administration has 
decided to refrain from giving 
students dress-down days thus far. 
In this political year, some students 
might wear apparel that advertises 
a political candidate or displays a 
political slogan. School officials 
concluded that in light of Ameri-
ca’s sensitive political climate, it 
would be best to avoid all conflict 
by keeping students in uniform 
until further notice. 
   Dress-down days allow students 
to wear their selection of clothing 
rather than the required uniform. In 

past years students had to pay an 
activity fee at the beginning of the 
year or donate to an organization 
to be given the privilege of dress-
ing down. This year students will 
be allowed to participate in dress 
down days for free. 
   This choice is unpopular among 
students who argue that while 
political disagreements are a pos-
sibility, the student body is ma-
ture enough to handle themselves 
respectfully. After being asked her 
thoughts on the administration’s 
decision, Marisa Jones, a junior 
stated “dress-down days always 

gave me something to look for-
ward to. Without them this year it 
makes no significant change, but 
having that privilege would be 
nice.”
    When asked about the school’s 
political climate, senior Zane Bas-
rawala commented that “the po-
litical tensions at Catholic are too 
intense and unnecessary.” This is 
a common notion among students 
as politics has become a frequent 
topic of conversation that often 
ends in a heated argument. 
   Principal Kurt Telford explained 
that dress-down days “were not a 
priority this year because of all the 
effort put into simply opening the 
school’s doors.” Catholic’s previ-
ous dress-down days were request-
ed over the summer by students, 
but this summer the number of 
requests dwindled.
   In addition to the lack of re-
quests, numerous parents filed 
complaints about inappropriate 

student attire on past dress-down 
days. Mr. Telford said, “quite a few 
parents were calling to say several 
students wore clothes with offen-
sive political statements on them.” 
   The presidential election of 2020 
has contributed greatly to the ten-
sion in America’s political atmo-
sphere. For this reason, Mr. Telford 
said the administration “wanted to 
get beyond the election before we 
begin planning dress-down days.” 
   Despite not having dress-down 
days, seniors get the privilege of 
wearing their class T-shirts on the 
last day of school every week and 
there have been many adjustments 
to relax the dress code this year. 
   The administration is actively 
working with the student council 
to organize a spirit week in the last 
week of December. There is also 
the possibility of another spirit 
week in the spring when football 
begins and additional dress-down 
days throughout the year. 
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Trackman Takes Golf Team to the Next Level
JOSEPH FLYNN
Staff Reporter
   The Covid-19 pandemic has 
forced several changes to just about 
everything, including sports. Since 
players must be in close proximity 
and often make contact with each 
other, safe sports has been a tough 
issue to tackle. In the case of golf, 
a company called Trackman has a 
solution in the form of an indoor 
golfing simulator.
   The machine is named after the 
company, and the model is 3e. Al-
though it was released in 2015 and 
was originally intended primarily 
for practicing, it is a welcome ad-
dition in light of the restrictions of 
Covid has placed on the team.
It provides golfers with an accu-
rate measurement of their abilities 
without needing to go to an actual 
course. With less courses taken 
up by practicing players, others 
can space out more and have more 
freedom on the course.

   According to a pamphlet from 
Trackman, 86 of the top 100 pro-
fessional players in the world use a 
Trackman to practice.
   Recently, Mr. Panther and Coach 
Christmas have decided to order 
such a machine for Charlotte Cath-
olic’s golf teams. It is expected to 
be delivered on December 21st and 
be fully operational when students 
return after Christmas break.
   The Trackman was fully funded 
by donations to the CCHS Men’s 

and Women’s Golf teams. Mr. Pan-
ther said that he “worked to secure 
the donations because it will help 
all of our golfers, especially those 
who want to try to play in college.”
   He pointed out that a main 
problem student golfers struggle 
with is distance control, knowing 
what club to use to hit the ball the 
desired distance. The Trackman 
helps with this issue and helps 
students develop their technique 
so that they can be prepared when 

they play on an actual course. He 
added, “having confidence in club 
selection is vital to hitting the right 
shot.”
   Charlotte Catholic will only have 
the basic version of the Trackman, 
without the complete simulation 
of playing on real courses. This 
version includes measuring tech-
nology and a feed of the simulated 
shot is shown on an iPad or similar 
device.
   Mr. Panther said, “my vision is 
that once the Fine Arts Center is 
done, that will free up space in the 
existing building and maybe then 
we can secure additional donations 
to have room for a full simulator.”
   With the addition of the Track-
man, CCHS’ golf teams should 
be able to practice more often and 
constantly improve their technique. 
Going forward, the teams should 
be stronger than ever.
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TESS VALKOVSCHI
Staff Reporter
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   The holiday season may just be the 
most popular time of year for travel. 
With cheer and Covid-19 in the air 
this year, is traveling a safe idea? 
   The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention said that travel may 
increase your chance of getting and 
spreading Covid-19, therefore they 
encourage the postponement of travel 
this year. 
   The CDC has categorized different 
methods of transportation based on 
the risk they bring towards catching 
and spreading the virus. Traveling 
short distances by car with members 
of your household without stops 
along the way is the safest option. 
Long distance travel via train, bus, 

plane, or ship all pose much higher 
risks. 
   Car travel with stops may spread 
the virus at gas stations, rest areas, 
or campgrounds where close contact 
with other people is a possibility. 
Bus or train travel involve sitting or 
standing within six feet of others, 
which also may increase the risk of 
getting Covid-19.
   The local bus company CATS 
requires all passengers to wear face 
masks and sanitize hands before 
entering the bus. Seating is limited 
and social distancing is encouraged. 
The vehicles are cleaned at the end of 
each day with disinfectant. 
The riskiest mode of transportation 

for spreading or contracting 
Covid-19 is air travel. Travel 
by plane requires spend-
ing time in security lines 
and airport terminals, which 
can bring travelers in close 
contact with others and with 
frequently touched surfaces.
   Despite warnings from 
CDC to not travel, airlines 
such as American assure wor-

ried passengers that they can have 
peace of mind regarding travel safety. 
American Airlines is the first airline 
to treat planes with SurfaceWise®2, 
a coating that provides enhanced pro-
tection by sustained killing of 99.9% 
of viruses, including coronaviruses, 
on surfaces. Additionally, high-touch 
and public areas of all planes are 
cleaned before every flight. 
   The Charlotte Douglas Internation-
al Airport has provided their guests 
with 60 hand sanitizing stations 
throughout the terminal and they 
recommend keeping at least six feet 
or more from people. Plastic shields 
have been installed at TSA security 
checkpoints and at many customer 
service counters.  
   Regardless of how they reach their 
destination, travelers have to worry 
about Covid-19 in hotels as well. 
Covid-19 can lurk on all of the dif-
ferent surfaces and facilities used 
by guests, such as breakfast areas, 
concierge desks, elevators, gyms, and 
so on. The idea of spending multiple 
nights in a room that had housed an 
unknown family just 24 hours before 

also raises concerns. 
   At Hyatt Hotels, guests without a 
negative Covid-19 test upon check-in 
will be subject to a mandatory 14-day 
quarantine. All guests are required to 
wear face coverings in public areas 
and housekeeping will only tend to 
rooms after guests check out. 
   For Americans who decide to travel 
this year, the CDC offers these safety 
measures to follow: wear a mask, 
stay six feet away from non-house-
hold members, wash hands as often 
as possible, avoid the sick, and do 
not touch the face area. 
   With Christmas right around the 
corner, travel by sleigh is the only 
mode of transportation that does 
not require any CDC-recommended 
precautions to be taken. Dr. Anthony 
Fauci has cleared Santa Claus as hav-
ing “a lot of good innate immunity” 
to Covid-19 and his travel is deemed 
essential. 
Holiday travel this year has its risks 
whether one travels by car, bus, train, 
boat, or plane. 
The most important thing is to stay 
healthy and full of holiday cheer. 

Crowning the King of Consoles
ALEX NEWELL
Staff Reporter
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   As we near the end of the chaotic 
year that is 2020, we are leaving 
the last generation of consoles in 
the past. Both the PS4 and Xbox 
One were released in November of 
2013 with extremely high expecta-
tions, and seven years later, their 
successors have arrived with com-
parably high expectations. 
   The PS5 and Xbox Series X re-
leased just last month, and the hunt 
to acquire a console is as difficult 
as it will ever be. Both systems 
sold out almost immediately, and 
as the holidays near, consumers 
are struggling to get their hands on 
a system. Shannan Liao of CNN 
Business reported that “this year, 
supply of the consoles couldn’t 
keep up with the large demand.” 
Walmart’s Black Friday restock of 
the consoles sold out in two min-
utes, and Best Buy recently sold 
out within seconds on their web-
site.

   However, those that have their 
console believe that the hype is 
deserved. The site IGN rated both 
consoles 8 out of 10 on their page. 
Charlotte Catholic junior Gabriel 
Lazcano stated that “although gam-
ers have become accustomed to 
high quality graphics and smooth 
frame rates in video games, my 
console blew my expectations out 
of the water.” He also expressed 
that he’s glad that it released when 
it did, as this year’s isolation has 
left us seeking something to do.

   Another topic of discussion is 
which of the two consoles is supe-
rior. Both consoles have their flaws 
and strengths, while the Xbox is 
a more powerful console that is 
very adaptable to the user’s home 
setup, the PS5 comes packaged 
with its highly regarded control-
ler, the Dualshock, as well as a 
strong launch lineup of new games.  
Each generation of consoles brings 
about the next stage of the “console 
wars,” where owners of each of the 
two devices quarrel about which is 

the best. Gabriel thinks that “while 
the PS5 has a less bulky, cleaner 
physical design, the Xbox wins 
due to the exclusive games it offers 
and a slight advantage in memory 
space.”  Both consoles sell at a 
retail price of five hundred dollars. 
   Each of the Sony and Microsoft 
products comes with games that the 
other doesn’t. While games such as 
Spiderman and Bugsnax appear on 
the Playstation, Halo and Gears of 
War are only on Xbox. Meanwhile, 
newly released games such as the 
highly anticipated Cyberpunk 2077 
and the new installment in the Call 
of Duty series, Cold War, appear 
on both consoles.
   People of all ages can look for-
ward to new gaming experiences 
on their console of choice and 
overall, now that the next genera-
tion of consoles is here, spending 
all this time at home just got a little 
bit better.
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   With a year filled with new chal-
lenges and uncertainties, many 
people have asked if Christmas 
will be able to go on as “normal” in 
2020. One popular Christmas tradi-
tion is going to see Santa and telling 
him what you would like for Christ-
mas. As many other activities have 
adapted and changed, this popular 
family tradition has done the same.
   “Visiting Santa” as always is 
held at various places throughout 
Charlotte. Some of these locations 
include SouthPark mall, Carolina 
Place mall, and at certain pop-up ice 
skating rinks in uptown Charlotte. 
The Santa Shop that I visited this 
year was at SouthPark mall.
   As usual, SouthPark devotes an 
entire middle section of the mall to 
a “Winter Wonderland” with a large 
20 foot tree in the middle with Santa 
sitting right in front of it. Although 

Volume XXXV/Issue V December 17, 2020

Features 
Staff Seeing Santa During Covid

Christmas Tree Rooted in Pagan Customs
ABIGAIL HAHN
Staff Reporter

   Christmas has always been a 
holiday distinguished by religious 
devotion and secular celebrations 
alike. Evergreens and wrapped gifts 
are both endowed with spiritual 
meaning and recognizable in malls 
and television commercials. The 
origins of Christmas are a nuanced 
and complex mix of the secular and 
the religious, not unlike the modern 
image of the holiday. 
   The Bible never specifies the date 
or even the time of year when Jesus 
was born. In fact, Jesus’ birthday 
was not even a holiday for the 
first three centuries of Christian-
ity. At that time, Christianity was a 
small but rapidly growing religion 
surrounded on all sides by older, 
more established faiths from which 
Christains wanted to attract con-
verts. 
   Many of these neighboring reli-
gions had mid-winter celebrations, 
beacons of light during the darkest 
days of the year. The Norse cel-

ebrated a holiday they called Jul, or 
Yule, on the winter solstice, which 
is the shortest day of the year. They 
burned giant logs and decorated 
evergreens as a sign of life. 
   The Romans also had a mid-
winter festival. Saturnalia, which 
started on December 17, honored 
Saturn, the god of agriculture and 
sowing. The weeklong party in-
volved feasting, sacrifices, and 
special privileges for slaves. 
   In the decades after the birth of 
the religion, Christians were more 
focused on the final coming of 
Christ rather than his birth. Howev-
er, the Church soon sought to create 
the liturgical cycle in accordance 
with Jesus’ life, leading to the cre-
ation of a Nativity festival. 
   Due to their desire to attract con-
verts from neighboring religions, 
especially the followers of the sun 
cult Mithraism, as well as estab-
lish a Nativity festival, the Church 
selected December 25 as the date to 

commemorate Jesus’ birth. Records 
indicate that Rome had such a holi-
day by 336, and it may have been 
celebrated even earlier. 
   Converts to Christainity brought 
their earlier traditions with them. 
People in Scandinavia and Ger-
many brought decorated evergreens 
or flowering plants into their homes 
to commemorate life. Christmas 
trees were common in Eastern 
Europe for centuries and became 
widespread in Western Europe and 
America when Queen Victoria’s 
German husband Prince Albert 
brought a Christmas tree into 
Windsor Castle. 
   The Druids in Gaul, Ireland, 
and Britain considered mistletoe 
a sacred plant with healing pow-
ers. Because of its sacred nature, 
any enemies who met underneath 
it were expected to declare a truce. 
When Britain became Christian, 
mistletoe was originally outlawed 
due to its pagan origins but soon 

became associated with Christain 
imagery of peace, goodwill, and 
hospitality. 
   These Christmas traditions are 
now staple themes of the secular 
celebration of Christmas in the pop-
ular imagination as their religious 
meanings have become intertwined 
with secular ones. However, other 
uniquely religious aspects of the 
holiday, such as a nativity scene, 
remain as popular as they were in 
the Middle Ages. 
   Even in our overwhelmingly 
secular and commercialized world, 
we can still find Christian imagery 
everywhere during Christmas — 
from the stars on top of Christmas 
trees to the fake wreaths adorning 
windows. It’s an interesting thought 
that a holiday that sprawls into all 
areas of society can always find its 
way back to its sacred yet secular 
origins. 

PJ O’Connell after visiting Santa
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there are many changes, Santa still 
has his elves around him making 
sure the pictures go according to 
plan. 
   A new feature because of Co-
vid-19 is signing up online to meet 
Santa. Only those who sign up on 
the mall’s website are able to get a 
picture with Santa. There is an initial 
payment of $20, which increases if 
the visitor would like the pictures 
to be taken by professionals. At the 
mall an elf stands at a kiosk where 
visitors must show identification as 
well as their receipt of their purchase 
for the visit. 
   Every visitor has a 15 minute time 
limit during which they are able to 
meet Santa, take a picture with him, 
and tell him what they would like for 
Christmas. Children are not able to 
sit on Santa’s lap and have to talk to 
him through a thin plexiglass shield 

while both are wearing masks. 
   The experience of meeting Santa 
was definitely one to remember, 
since it is during a global pandemic, 
but I’m glad the world has found 
some way to incorporate the spirit 
and the fun of Christmas in a safe 
manner for all families.
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   Christmas is a time to celebrate 
with family and friends and remem-
ber festivities of years past. During 
this holiday season, teachers remi-
nisce about their childhood Christ-
mases and recall their favorite gifts 
and holiday memories.
   Ms. Flynn, who teaches Honors 
and Advanced Algebra 2, says that 
one of her favorite Christmas gifts 
was a stuffed monkey that she called 
Monkey. “Monkey talked when you 
pressed his mouth, and his vocabu-
lary included jokes like ‘Why did 
the monkey throw the clock out the 
window?’ ‘To see time fly!’ and 
phrases such as ‘Tell me more!’  I 
used to talk back to Monkey and say 
‘you silly monkey!’ ”
   Monkey was Ms. Flynn’s favorite 
toy for years. “His hands had vel-
cro on them, which allowed me to 
hang him around my neck and walk 
around the house together.” Ms. 
Flynn didn’t have any pets when 
she was younger, so she treated 
Monkey like he was her pet. One of 
her favorite things about Monkey 
was “that he was somewhat interac-

tive. Listening to him talk made me 
giggle so much when I was little.” 
Though she was too young to re-
member opening Monkey on Christ-
mas, Ms. Flynn has fond memories 
of time spent with her favorite 
stuffed animal.
   Mrs. Cabana, who teaches Regu-
lar and Honors English 10 as well 
as PSAT Prep, says that her favorite 
Christmas gift was an Easy Bake 
oven. “I grew up in a big Italian fam-
ily, and my mom bought me the Easy 
Bake oven so I could cook without 
being in the kitchen.” Mrs. Cabana 
attributes some of her adult cooking 
skills to her practice with the Easy 
Bake oven. 
   Now having an Easy Bake oven is 
a family tradition in Mrs. Cabana’s 
family. “All three of my kids and all 
five of my grandkids had an Easy 
Bake oven.” Mrs. Cabana says her 
kids are all great chefs, and she sug-
gests that their ovens might be part 
of the reason why.
   Ms. Adamian, who teaches Ad-
vanced and Honors Geometry, got 
her favorite childhood Christmas gift 

in New York. “My father worked 
for IBM in New York, and every 
year they had a Christmas party for 
all IBM families,” she said. “Santa 
was there, and each child always got 
a gift from him.” When Ms. Ada-
mian was four or five years old, she 
received the Tumble Tower from 
Santa. The premise of the Tumble 
Tower is that “you have to get the 
little marbles from one level to 
another before the timer runs out of 
sand.” 
   Ms. Adamian played with her 
Tumble Tower for years. Her two 
children also enjoyed the Tumble 
Tower. “I have never been able 
to bring myself to throw it away. 
I’d like to throw it away, but I just 
can’t!” Ms. Adamian remains at-
tached to her favorite childhood 
Christmas gift and all the memories 
that come with it.
Teachers’ memories of their favorite 
childhood presents make this year’s 
holiday season even more spe-
cial. Focusing on the past this year 
can help us power through a 2020 
Christmas.

Covid Cancels New Years Celebrations
ROBERT VERRIER
Staff Reporter
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   As the hellacious year of 2020 winds 
down, we look toward 2021 with hope. 
Like nearly all holidays and events in 
2020, the final annual mass-gathering, 
New Year’s Eve, will be celebrated differ-
ently than any year before it. Usually, the 
most heavily attended is the ball drop in 
New York City’s Time Square. 
   The celebration of the New Year in 
Times Square was created in 1904 by 
Adolph Ochs, who was the owner of The 
New York Times. The celebration was 
first held as a fireworks display to cel-
ebrate The Times new occupancy at One 
Times Square in New York City. After 
years of fireworks Ochs, wanting to add 
more spectacle, took the suggestion of the 
Times chief electrician to drop a time ball 
from a flagpole. The first celebration with 
a time ball was held in 1907, and has been 
celebrated every year since, excluding 
1942 and 43, during World War II black-
outs. 
   Typically, the ball drop attracts over a 
million people to Times Square, and the 
various broadcasts on different television 
networks are viewed by roughly a bil-
lion people, at least 100 million of which 
being viewers from the United States. 
The million-plus in attendance in Times 

Square often experience frigid weather, 
as the celebration takes place outdoors 
at midnight in New York City during the 
middle of winter. The coldest ball drop 
took place during the 1917-1918 celebra-
tion, which saw 1° fahrenheit temperatures 
by midnight, with a wind chill of -18 de-
grees. Many attendees are in this cold for 
twelve or more hours (with no bathrooms 
available), as many viewers arrive early in 
the afternoon, and some wait overnight to 
secure a better view of the events.
   The celebration features an extravagant 
amount of confetti, musical performances, 
celebrity guests, and the grand finale, 
the ball drop. The ball itself, which once 

weighed 700 pounds during the original 
ball drop in 1907, has been replaced five 
times, with the current version weighing 
11,875 pounds. As for the confetti, 3,000 
pounds of it is dumped on the celebrants 
in Times Square by the end of the celebra-
tion. Cleanup takes place overnight fol-
lowing the event, with many closed streets 
reopening in the afternoon following the 
celebration. In the 2013-2014 drop, 190 
workers cleaned up 50 tons of debris and 
confetti in eight hours.
   Similar to November’s Macy’s Thanks-
giving Day parade and the Rockefeller 
Center Tree Lighting, the Times Square 
Ball Drop will take on a “made-for-TV” 

style production for the first time in its 
near 120 year history. Though the ball will 
still be dropped at 12 o’clock midnight, 
that appears to be one of the few constants 
of this year’s celebration.
   Obviously, at this time, it is unsafe to 
have a crowd of over a million people 
gathered on New York City streets for 12 
or more hours. In late September, Times 
Square Alliance President Tim Tompkins 
announced that a “significantly new and 
enhanced virtual, visual and digital offer-
ings to complement whatever limited live 
entertainment or experiences...will take 
place in Times Square.” 
   Unlike the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
parade, NBC does not have exclusive air-
ing rights to the production, and multiple 
broadcasting networks hold their own 
airing of the celebration. Because differ-
ent networks will air their own version of 
the events, details of the event itself are 
limited. There are no announced celebrity 
appearances or musical performances at 
the time of this writing; however, they 
will likely be appearing in pre-recorded 
performances.
   As for Times Square, the millions of 
people in attendance will be replaced by 
frontline workers, medical workers, and 
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